A PORTRAIT OF THE UAW
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The end of the war
brought joy to the nation,
but new challenges for
workers. The UAW sought
a smooth conversion from
wartime to peacetime pro-
duction. At left, postwar
passenger cars come off a
line as tank bodies hang
suspended in back. Cen-
ter, unemployed workers
line up at the U.S. Employ-
ment Service Offices on
East Jefferson Ave. in
Detroit, August 20, 1945.
Delegates to the 1944
UAW convention (bottom,
right) discuss the union’s
plan for the postwar
world, while Chicago
workers march to save the
Office of Price Administra-
tion (OPA) and price
controls. Elsewhere, UAW
members urged consum-
ers to declare a “meat
strike’” to protest the high
cost of meat.
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