
This list was originally posted to Gail Hershenzon’s Woodmere Cemetery Research website. It is 
reporduced here with the author’s permission, as is the site is no longer being supported. 

Refer to her book, Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery (Arcadia Press, 2006), for more information 
about these individuals. For research assistance, contact Gail at: gdh148@yahoo.com. 

MICHIGAN NOTABLES BURIED AT WOODMERE CEMETERY 

Richardson, David M. (1826-1889): state senator; match manufacturer merged with Diamond Match Company; 
stockholder and vice president of Woodmere Cemetery (Featured in Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery, page 74) 

Scripps, James E. (1835-1906): state senator; founder of Detroit Evening News; vice president of Detroit art museum; 
park commission; art commission (mausoleum) (Featured in Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery, pages 72-73) 

Swain, Isaac (1807-1880): lumber and flour baron; president and stockholder of Woodmere Cemetery (Featured 
in Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery, page 79) 

Candler, Claudius (1845-1910): president of Calvert Lithographing Company; helped found Grace Protestant Church; 
president of Detroit Casket Company (Featured in Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery, page 47) 

Farwell, George (1863-1921): general manager of Farwell Estates, Ltd.; established first auto showroom in Detroit; built 
Farwell building (Featured in Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery, page 70) 

Farwell, Jesse H. (1843-1904): president of Farwell Transportation Corporation; president of Evening Journal 
Corporation; owner of Dominion Organ and Piano Corporation, Toronto, Canada; Woodmere Cemetery stockholder 
(Featured in Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery, page 70) 

Kaple, John (1817-1902): vice president of Michigan Savings Bank; president of Detroit Casket Company; director of 
Michigan Mutual Life Insurance Company; postmaster (Featured in Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery, page 47) 

Bagley, John J. (1832-1881): tobacco baron; city alderman; Detroit police commissioner; Michigan governor; president 
of Michigan Mutual Life Insurance Company; president of Detroit Safe Company; vice president of American National 
Bank; president of Woodmere Cemetery (Featured in Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery, pages 84-85) 

Griffin, Levi T. (1837-1906): U. S. Representative; attorney (Lot 186) (Featured in Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery, page 
45) 

Lathrop, Rufus G. (1872-1937): attorney; secretary of Street Railway Commission; secretary-treasurer and stockholder 
of Woodmere Cemetery Association (Featured in Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery, page 77) 

Smith, Martin S. (1834-1899): founder of jewelry store; director of Michigan Mutual Life Insurance Company; partner of 
Alger, Smith, and Company; Woodmere Cemetery board of directors; president of American Eagle Tobacco Company; 
president of Michigan Consolidated Milk Company; stockholder and treasurer of, and helped found, Woodmere Cemetery 
(Featured in Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery, page 88) 

Vernor, James (1843-1927): inventor of Vernor’s Ginger Ale; city alderman; city councilman; Civil War soldier 
(Featured in Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery, pages 56-57) 

Walker, Charles Irish (1814-1895): University of Michigan professor; attorney; author; judge; secretary and stockholder 
of Woodmere Cemetery (Featured in Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery, page 90) 

Bishop, Jerome H. (1846-1928): Wyandotte mayor; superintendent of Wyandotte Public Schools; board of education 
president (Featured in Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery, page 76) 

Ferry, Dexter (1833-1907): founder of D. M. Ferry and Company; president of First National Bank of Detroit; president 
of Union Trust Company; president of American Harrow Company; president of National Pin Company; president 
of Standard Accident Insurance Company; president of Michigan Fire and Marine Insurance Company; helped found 
Wayne County Savings Bank; helped found Grace Hospital (Featured in Detroit’s Woodmere Cemetery, page 53) 


