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proach to research and develop-
ment, providing immediate
streamlined access to an ecosys-
tem of hundreds of technology
startups, all with an emphasis on
diversity. And with greater diver-
sity comes greater innovation.”

“Innovation accelerator pro-
grams play a critical role in suc-
cessfully bringing new ideas to
market,” said Michelle Sourie
Robinson, president & CEO of
MMSDC.

downtown Detroit for the Innova-
tion hub in the first quarter of
2020.

The organization stated that it
plans to open its doors by June,
Frazier said.

“We have been building inno-
vation platforms focused on mo-
bility worldwide in locations
such as Silicon Valley, Stuttgart
and Tokyo,” said Saeed Amidi,
founder and CEO of Plug and
Play. “As Detroit has been the ori-

ups the necessary resources o
succeed.

“With more than 10,000 start-
ups and 300 official corporate
partners,” said Amidi, “we have
created the ultimate startup
ecosystem in many industries.
Companies in our community
have raised over $7 billion in
funding, with successful portfolio
exits including Danger, Rappi,
Dropbox, Lending Club and Pay-
Pal.”

Henry Ford Highlighted in Documentary

DETROIT (AP) — A film explor-
ing the significant, complicated
legacy of Henry Ford has re-
ceived a financial boost from a
Detroit nonprofit that supports
the region’s automotive and la-
bor history.

“Ten Questions for Henry
Ford” was among more than a
dozen projects to receive a share
of $66,000 from the MotorCities
National Heritage Area. The
movie, billed by its creator as a
blending “of historical fact and
poetic  imagining,” garnered
about $9,000 through the Univer-
sity of Michigan Department of
Performing Arts Technology.

“(MotorCities is) very interest-
ed in portraying the positive as-
pects of Ford’s legacy, as well as
the negative,” said Andrew Kirsh-

ner, the film’s writer, director and
producer, who also teaches at
the university.

“I think it’s a pretty human por-
trait, but it doesn’t shy away
from the aspects that are less sa-
vory.”

Kirshner said the story encom-
passes Ford’s creative and inno-
vative brilliance in automotive
manufacturing and marketing, as
well as the worldwide reach of
his anti-Semitic publications and
violent union crackdowns.

The film, preparing for a fall
2020 release, features Ford’s
ghost, who returns to the Detroit
area in the present day “to con-
front his complex legacy,” ac-
cording to text accompanying a
trailer. Ford’s apparition is
played by John Lepard, who

teaches at Michigan State Univer-
sity and leads the Williamston
Theatre.

Other grant recipients include
the Automotive Hall of Fame in
Dearborn for events about the
history and innovations of hon-
orees; the Flint Cultural Center
Corp. for research and develop-
ment of programs accompanying
the Vehicle City Gallery at the
Sloan Museum of Discovery; and
the Packard Motor Car Founda-
tion for revitalization efforts at
the Packard Proving Ground site
in Shelby Township.

MotorCities, which is affiliated
with the National Park Service,
has awarded roughly $1.6 million
in grants for historical and cul-
tural preservation projects since
its 1998 founding.
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