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Dear Friends:

Welcome to the MotorCities National Heritage Area Partnership 2017 Annual
Report. Last year was a very positive year for us, and 2018 promises to be special
as MotorCities observes its 20" anniversary with a series of events and activities.

As always, it's important to lead off with a profound thank you to all of you, whether
you're a partner, member, sponsor or volunteer, for the great things you've done
in the past year to help us promote and preserve Michigan’s rich automotive and
labor history. Thanks to all of your hard work, we are able to continue making a
positive impact across all 16 counties of the National Heritage Area.

Throughout the pages of this report, you will learn more about some of our key
accomplishments in 2017, which include:

* The continuing progress being made toward the completion of the Fort
Street Bridge Interpretive Park project, commemorating the site where the
1932 Ford Hunger March started;

* The series of programs remembering key labor history anniversaries during
2017, entitled “Building the Engine;"”

* MotorCities, along with partners the Detroit Metro Convention and Visitors
Bureau and Travel Windsor, receiving an award from the National Park Service
for the 2016 Find Your Road Trip tourism guide;

® Our second annual Motor Boats & Motor Cars event, which took place in July
and featured both activities on land at the Rattlesnake Club combined with an
inspiring and educational Detroit river tour on the Diamond Belle;

e Following up on the success of Find Your Road Trip, we printed a 2017
Passport Guide built around exploring our automotive historical sites
and attractions;

¢ In November, along with the Michigan Legislative Auto Caucus, we hosted
another successful Michigan Auto Heritage Day in Lansing and conferred our
annual Awards of Excellence.

Looking forward to this year, we are excited to be
celebrating the 20 anniversary of the signing of the
Automobile National Heritage Area Act on November
6, 1998 by President Bill Clinton. The celebration will
be front and center throughout the year in all we do
from our usual lineup of annual events to key projects
like the rebuild of our MotorCities.org website. Note
our exciting anniversary logo, developed through

a collaboration with graphic design students from
Lawrence Technological University and their faculty advisor. Stay tuned for more
details coming very soon, and be a part of the celebration.

NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA
est. 1998

We are proud of all the tangible projects MotorCities has made happen over our
20 years throughout the National Heritage Area, and the real economic impact
our work has generated in Michigan and beyond. We look forward to the next 20
years in partnership with you, as we inspire visitors and residents alike with an
appreciation for how the automobile changed Michigan, the nation and the world.

Robert Kreipke Shawn Pomaville-Size
Chairman, Board of Directors Executive Director



2017 ANNUAL REPORT 758

FINANCIAL REPORT - FISCAL YEAR 2017
REVENUE AND SUPPORT

Grant from National Park Service $ 491,000
Contributions $ 50,133
In-Kind Donations $ 514,821
Miscellaneous Income S 788
Total Revenue and Support $1,065,737
EXPENSES

Tourism $ 30,581
Revitalization $ 567,897
Interpretation & Education $ 350,055
Supporting Services $ 86,216 _
Total Expenses $1,034,749 =

IN 2017, THE MOTORCITIES NATIONAL
HERITAGE AREA FUNDED
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BUILDING
THE ENGINE

Building the Engine: Auto &
Labor, 1932-1937 was a year-
long recognition of the impacts
of a series of major events that
shaped the labor movement in the
United States. Throughout 2017,
MotorCities collaborated with the
Michigan Labor History Society
and other community partners to
present programming including
lectures, tours, musical tributes
and a blog in order to highlight
these anniversaries.

"The Forgotten Man'’s Radio Hour” performs at the “We Built These Cities” weekend.

The events commemorated
included the following:

* The 80th anniversary of the Kelsey Hayes Strike of December 14, 1936;

e The 80th anniversary of the end of the 44-day Flint sit-down strike on February 11, 1937;
® The 85th anniversary of the Ford Hunger March of March 7, 1932;

* The 80th anniversary of the Battle of the Overpass, on May 26, 1937;

* The 80th anniversary of the Lansing Labor Holiday on June 7, 1937.

“Building the Engine” was presented as a special panel at the North American Labor History
Conference. You can learn more about this program at www.motorcities.org/buildingtheengine.

Labor historian Steve Babson

leads a tour of the Diego Rivera

frescoes at the Detroit Institute of

Arts during the “We Built These

A state historic marker Cities” weekend presented by the

at Lansing City Hall now Michigan Labor History Society.
commemorates the 1937

Lansing Labor Holiday.
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FORT STREET
BRIDGE PARK

This park at the foot of the Fort Street
Bridge in southwest Detroit will pay
tribute to the 1932 Ford Hunger e —
March, as well as the cultural, industrial ] . ', ]” F

and environmental history of this area. :
Construction plans are moving forward
for Phase 1 completion in 2018.

On March 7, 1932, thousands of
unemployed auto workers gathered
at the Fort Street Bridge in southwest
Detroit with the intent of marching on
the Ford Rouge Plant. Their plan was
to march directly to Henry Ford and
present a list of 14 demands, which
included higher pay and better
working conditions.

When the group reached the
Dearborn border, they were met by
local police and a skirmish ensued
with protesters throwing rocks, bottles and
clumps of dirt. When they reached the Rouge
Plant, they were met with more deadly force
with police and Ford security firing upon

the crowd.

The Michigan historic plaque
chronicles the story of the
1932 Ford Hunger March,
which mustered and began
at the site.

The confrontation resulted in dozens of
injuries and 5 deaths. Four of the Hunger
Marchers are buried in Woodmere Cemetery
in southwest Detroit. For more information,
visit www.motorcities.org/fortstreet

These two renderings provide a footprint of Phase 1 of the Fort Street Bridge Interpretative Park project and an idea of how the park will look.

Concept Plan

Street

Denmark




The fourth annual Michigan Auto Heritage Day took place at the State
Capitol Building on November 1, 2017. Governor Rick Snyder, along with
the state legislature, recognized Michigan's automotive heritage with a
proclamation and special tribute presented by the Michigan Auto Caucus.

From Left to Right: MotorCities President Robert Kreipke and
Executive Director Shawn Pomaville-Size with State Senators
Steve Bieda and Mike Kowall

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

MotorCities continued to celebrate the accomplishments of our
partners and their projects in Heritage Tourism, Education and
Preservation with our annual Awards of Excellence.

From Left to Right: MotorCities Executive Director Shawn
Pomaville-Size; Marge Sawruk, Friends of the Highland Recreation
Area, winner in the tourism category; Anne Marie Graham Hudak
of the Detroit Blues Historical Society, winner in the education/
interpretation category; and Ray Knight of the Yankee Air Museum,
winner in the preservation category.

FIND YOUR ROAD TRIP TOURISM GUIDE WINS AWARD
FROM THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MotorCities, along with partners the Detroit Metro Convention and
Visitors Bureau and Tourism Windsor, won a prestigious Partnership
Award from the Director of the National Park Service (NPS) for the

“Find Your Road Trip” tourism guide.

“Find Your Road Trip” celebrated the 2016 NPS F'N%(Y)OUR
Centennial and was designed to bring greater @ AB‘,‘I?J}K
awareness to more people about the =

unique story of how the area ‘Put the World on

Rolando Herts (left), Director of the Mississippi Delta b el e torGitiesseolla D rat St i e
National Heritage Area, and MotorCities Executive i

Director Shawn Pomaville-Size (right) receive their tourism partners and six National Park sites in
2016 National Park Service Awards presented by Joy Michigan during the Centennial celebration.
Beasley (center), Acting Associate Director, Cultural

Resources, Partnerships, and Science, NPS.

asbe Foundation Education Program Cherry Hill Factory

Grantee Grantee

Award to support the preservation

of the Cherry Hill Village Factory in
Canton. This site was part of Henry
Ford’s Village Industry project now

being rehabilitated to a community
arts and veterans services center.

Grant funds awarded to the American
Society of Body Engineers supported the
student design program, which fosters a
new generation of automotive engineers.
The project sent students on trips to auto-
motive heritage sites and yielded a video
on the history of automotive engineering.
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Model A Interactive Display
Grantee

A grant to the Model A Ford Museum at the Gilmore Car Museum helped create
an interactive exhibit on what a driver experienced when they tried to start an
internal combustion engine of the 1930s.

Ford Piquette Avenue Plant

Grantee

The “Raise the Roof” campaign continues to replace and repair the roof of this National Historic Landmark, which was
Henry Ford's first factory and the birthplace of the Model T.

MOTORCITIES NATIONAL
“==HERITACE AREA=—_

MotorCities Passport Guide
Program
MotorCities launched its new guide to our 25 National Park Service passport stamp sites across

our 10,000 square mile landscape. The guides are circulated at partner sites and via local convention
and visitors bureaus.

MEMBERSHIP

In July, more than 200 members and friends attended the second
annual Motor Boats and Motor Cars event at the Rattlesnake Club,
followed by another unique tour of automotive historic sites aboard
the Diamond Belle. Additionally, members
received two exclusive newsletters highlighting
the role of Michigan'’s waterways in the creation
of the auto industry. : Members joining for 2018 also received a new benefit, as
11 of our partner attractions offered admission or gift
shop discounts for MotorCities members showing their

The growth v ‘ ' _ o card. The attractions included:
of automotive | &3 g .

on Michigan’s _
waterways —

o Alfred P. Sloan Museum in Flint;

The growth e
of automotive ‘_}Jr - _— e Detroit Historical Museum;
on Michigan’s = :
waterways e ¢ Durant Dort Office Building
Lar 1 1 & GM Factory One in Flint;

Rouge River
Flint River

Huron River i Ford Piquette Avenue Plant in Detroit;

Michigan Firehouse Museum in Ypsilanti;

Michigan Historical Museum in Lansing;

Michigan Military Technical & Historical Society;
Old Mill Museum in Dundee;

Plymouth Historical Museum;

R.E. Olds Transportation Museum in Lansing;

¢ And Roush Automotive Collection in Livonia.
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Coming Soon!
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