
A collaboration between Wayne State University Press and the 
Wayne State Library System made this free of Working Detroit 
possible. That partnership was funded by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities’ initiative, The Common Good: The Humanities 
in the Public Square. Supported, in part, by the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, that project sought to demonstrate and enhance the 
role and significance of the humanities and humanities scholarship 
in public life.

Between 1979 and 1994, Detroit Labor History Tours (DLHT) sought to highlight the history of Detroit’s union movement through
publications, multimedia productions, and tour programs. In 2004, as part of the celebration of the Michigan Humanities Council’s 30th 
anniversary, the project that created Working Detroit was recognized as one of the Council’s 30 outstanding initiatives. Rivera’s Labor 
Legacy, a 1990 30 minute WTVS public television special produced by DLHT was honored as the Outstanding Cultrual Affairs Program at 
that year’s Detroit / Michigan Emmy award ceremony. The Labor Legacy Minutes that are posted to the Guide were produced by WTVS 
and DLHT in 1981.

Steve Babson was the principal researcher and creative force responsible for these projects and was assisted by Ron Alpern, David Elsila, 
and John Revitte.
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